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TIME FOR DE-ESCALATION: 
  Putin has stated that he is asking Ukraine to give up its 

claim to Crimea. Ukraine has responded that there’s no way 

it will do that. Could that be a mistake? What if Ukraine had 

responded by saying they would consider this possibility 

seriously but wanted security guarantees?  

   The big question instead is: Would Vladimir Putin simply 

stop at annexing Donbass and Crimea, or would he then find 

an excuse to invade the rest of Ukraine anyway? 

   Will he understand that having sliced off Donbass, he 

should then respect the security and sovereignty of the rest 

of Ukraine? 

   This surely is a more critical question than sticking to 

ideological and rigid certainties that are anyway wrong, over 

what does and does not constitute part of Ukraine. 

   Are there perhaps more formal arrangements that could be 

made to guarantee Ukraine’s security and sovereignty if it 

renounced Crimea and Donbass? How to make such 

arrangements stick? 

   Putin has said in that historical essay so often quoted that 

Ukraine 'has no real historical separate existence'. Neither of 

course, do Donbass and Lukhansk whose 'independence' he 

has just recognized! 

   Ukraine has had in fact a separate historical existence as 

the Grand Principality of Kiev, over a number of hundreds 

of years, separate from, and in parallel to, the Grand 

Principality of Vladimir, which became the Grand 

Principality of Moscow. So Putin’s claim is historically 

untrue. Ukraine has at various times led an independent 

existence in parallel with (and in competition with) Moscow, 

been ruled by the Mongols, been absorbed in the 

Poland/Lithuania confederacy, and been part of the Russian 

empire. 

   Crimea of course was not part of Ukraine until 

Khrushchev made it part of Ukraine in 1954. It has been 

both part of the Grand Principality of Kiev and attached to 

Moscow at various times. It has also been ruled by the 

Byzantine Empire, the Cumans, the Mongols, the Turks, the 

Tatars, and again by Moscow. 

   More to the point however, is that – especially if there are 

disputes over sovereignty – the will of the people who live in 

an area ought surely to be the biggest single factor in 

deciding which country they will be part of. 

   Could there be a process of deciding via referenda who 

wanted to be part of which country? Perhaps supervised by 

the OSCE? 

  (Continued page 2) 
 

    

 

TIME FOR DE-ESCALATION: IS DONBASS 

ENOUGH?        

By:  People for Nuclear Disarmament, Human Survival 

Project 

    It has been clear for the past 8 years that Ukraine is 

unlikely ever to recover either Crimea or Donbass from 

Russia. Russia is being (rightly) hauled over the coals for 

recognising Donbass and Lukhansk as independent state 

lets (notwithstanding their lack of a historical pedigree for 

independent existence). They have been lost to Ukraine 

ever since 2014, and under the Minsk accords Ukraine is 

not supposed even to try to recover them until a wider 

settlement that seems to be unreachable is reached. The 

reality on the ground is that they haven't been part of 

Ukraine since 2014.      
   At the same time, the escalation of a wider Russia-

Ukraine conflict still further, could lead to a general war 

between Russia and NATO as a whole. A general war 

between Russia and NATO risks going nuclear, possibly 

via the tripwire of the Iskander tactical nuclear weapons 

known to be in Kaliningrad, wedged between Poland and 

Lithuania. The use of tactical nuclear weapons in Europe 

could all too easily lead to the use of strategic nuclear 

weapons, destroying hi-tech civilisation globally and 

replacing worries about global warming with the reality of 

nuclear winter. 

   And, the very arguments that can be used to show that 

Ukraine has a non – negotiable right to independence – as 

it undoubtedly does – apply also to parts of Ukraine that 

may not actually wish to remain parts of Ukraine, namely 

Crimea and Donbass. Unpopular, heretical, unsayable, as 

it may be to say this, if the citizens of Ukraine have a 

right to sovereignty, so too do those of Donbass and 

Crimea. If Russia should not force Ukraine to be part 

of Russia, (which it undoubtedly should not), then too, 

Ukraine should not force Donbass to be part of 

Ukraine. (Especially if doing so would preserve the rest 

of Ukraine from occupation and prevent WW-III).        

  At the same time, while the Ukrainian armed forces 

HAVE conquered large parts of Donbass and Lukhansk, 

(Contra the Minsk accords), current Russian claims of a 

Ukrainian offensive seem to be without foundation, as do 

claims of 'genocide'.          

   Lesser claims of discrimination however, may have real 

foundation.     

          (Continued next column) 
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The Elders deplore Putin’s nuclear escalation and 

urge continued NATO restraint:  March 1, 2022 
   The Elders today denounced President Vladimir Putin’s 

decision to place Russia’s strategic nuclear arsenal on 

―special alert‖ status as a reckless escalation of the conflict in 

Ukraine that underscores the existential threat posed to 

humanity by nuclear weapons 

   NATO’s nuclear powers have maintained restraint and kept 

their own nuclear weapons off high alert. They must persist 

in this stance to avoid aggravating an already extremely 

dangerous situation.   

   The Elders have long called for all nuclear arsenals to be 

moved off high alert status as part of a wider agenda of de-

escalation, disarmament and risk reduction. Current events 

show precisely why these steps are urgently needed. 

   The Elders also voiced grave concerns about Belarus’ 

move to renounce its non-nuclear status and potentially allow 

Russian nuclear weapons to be based on Belarusian territory 

– an action that would destabilise European security and 

further increase the risks of nuclear escalation. 

    These unprecedented moves risk placing Russian and 

NATO forces, both armed with nuclear capabilities, in direct 

confrontation. Such a scenario risks an increased chance of 

an accident, mistake or miscalculation with devastating 

consequences. 

  Mary Robinson, Chair of The Elders, and former President 

of Ireland said: 

   “The world has shown dangerous complacency on the 

issue of nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament for many 

years, which has led to this wake-up call. Urgent steps are 

needed to reverse the systematic erosion of arms control 

treaties and norms. Stoking nuclear tensions to intimidate 

Ukrainian resistance and the international community is an 

outrageous, irresponsible act by President Putin. NATO 

nuclear powers are right to continue to maintain the 

restraint they have thus far shown on their own nuclear alert 

status.” 

     President Putin’s actions stand in direct opposition to the 

recent joint statement he signed with other P5 leaders 

declaring that ―a nuclear war cannot be won and must never 

be fought‖. It is incumbent on all parties to engage in good 

faith and with redoubled efforts in the Nuclear Non-

Proliferation Treaty (NPT) Review Conference later this year 

as part of a serious and sustained commitment to long-term 

nuclear de-escalation. 
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(From page 1) TIME FOR DE-ESCALATION: 
   These questions have not been asked, yet they should 

have been. 

   It is to be hoped that the tanks will stop at the line of 

contact. 

   It is to be hoped that diplomacy is not done yet. 

   It is to be hoped that Putin will recognise the costs and 

sky – high risks that a wider conflict – either an invasion 

of ALL of Ukraine, or of larger portions of it that have 

given no indication that they wish to be part of Russia – 

will entail. While a Ukraine-Russia conflict MIGHT be 

over and the Ukraine collapse in days it might also grind 

on with a colossal body count for years. Does 

Russia/Putin really want what will be a running sore 

forever? 

   Even as it is, Putin, supposedly the master chess player, 

while winning short term tactical victories (and not 

always winning those) has succeeded in uniting pretty 

much the entire world against him. 

   He has bought Europe to the brink of general war. 

   And he has also bought back the risk of global 

thermonuclear war. 

   He has (not alone – the US has much of the blame also 

in this) re-ignited the global nuclear arms race. 

   Those of us who imagine they are wiser than he is 

should take decisions that: 

   --Lower the risk of an immediate conflict 

   --Lower the risk of a general war between Ukraine and 

Russia that could result either in a protracted stalemated 

resistance (or even Russian defeat?), or in a contested 

occupation and an insurgency that never goes away 

   --Lower the risk of a wider war involving NATO forces 

in conflict with Russia, a conflict that could escalate to 

global thermonuclear war. 

   Would a renunciation by Ukraine of claims to Crimea 

and Donbass achieve that? 

   Or would it be simply 'another Munich?' Fear of being 

seen as engaging in 'appeasement' is undoubtedly a 

reason for Biden not to have seriously engaged in 

negotiations with Putin. Was this wise really? Should we 

really be afraid of another 'Munich'? Or is this very fear 

another terrible mistake? 

   Could we then lay a foundation for negotiations on a 

nuclear weapon and missile – free central East Europe? 

(Including Kaliningrad)? 

   Could progress be made on other matters such as 

exercises close to borders with nuclear – capable forces? 

   Should we perhaps negotiate in true earnest and find 

out?  

 

John Hallam  

People for Nuclear Disarmament, Human Survival 

Project,   Co-Convenor, Abolition 2000 Working Group 

on Nuclear Risk Reduction 
 

johnhallam2001@yahoo.com.au 

jhjohnhallam@gmail.com   

johnh@pnnd.org 

61-411-854-612     

 

 

A truly kind person cannot be rich.  A rich person, 

without question, is not a kind person. 

Chinese Proverb 

 

When you appeared in this world, you cried, and all the 

people around you rejoiced.  You have to live your life 

in such a way that when you leave this world, you will 

rejoice, and all the people around you will cry. 

Indian Wisdom 
 

 

https://theelders.cmail19.com/t/y-l-bjkeul-yucdybil-y/
mailto:johnhallam2001@yahoo.com.au
mailto:jhjohnhallam@gmail.com
mailto:johnh@pnnd.org
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Our Mission 

The Boundary Peace Initiative represents people of 

diverse backgrounds officially brought together in 2002 

because of our mutual concern for the rise in world 

conflict. Our mandate is to participate in multilateral non-

violent conflict resolution in support of global human 

rights, ecological and environmental sustainability and 

international law through education, sharing of 

information, dialogue and activism locally and globally. 

We encourage and seek your participation in our mutual 

work for true peace based on social justice, equality, 

accountability, integrity, honour, respect, etc in order to 

build a better world today and future generations.  

 

BPI web site: www.boundarypeaceinitiative.org  
For info contact Laura at (250) 444-0524 or (250) 442-

0434 or email:  L4peace@telus.net. 

 

 The Dalai Lama 
February 28, 2022 

   I have been deeply saddened by the conflict in 

Ukraine.   

   Our world has become so interdependent that 

violent conflict between two countries inevitably 

impacts the rest of the world.  War is out-dated—

non-violence is the only way.  We need to develop a 

sense of the oneness of humanity by considering 

other human beings as brothers and sisters.  This is 

how we build a more peaceful world. 

   Problems and disagreements are best resolved 

through dialogue.  Genuine peace comes about 

through mutual understanding and respect for each 

others’ well being.  

   We must not lose hope.  The 20
th

 Century was a 

century of war and bloodshed.  The 21
st
 Century 

must be a century of dialogue. 

   I pray that peace is swiftly restored in Ukraine. 

  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(From last column) Peace Groups Condemn Russian 

Invasion 

   Putin threatened this morning to respond to any 

interference with ―consequences that you never have had 

before in your history‖, which really means that he’s 

threatening to use nuclear weapons. We are in a really 

dangerous moment right now. [The International Campaign 

to Abolish Nuclear Weapons] ICAN strongly condemns the 

beginning of a Russian invasion of Ukraine and Putin’s threat 

to use nuclear weapons. 

   The Lawyers Committee on Nuclear Policy strongly 

condemns Russia’s attack on Ukraine… (Russian President) 

Putin’s thinly veiled references to resort to nuclear weapons 

should other states intervene militarily are unlawful threats of 

force under the UN Charter, Article 2(4), because they are an 

element of the unlawful invasion. They are also contrary to 

general international law because they threaten the 

commission of an illegal act—here the use of nuclear 

weapons. 

   The Russian invasion of Ukraine has been marked by 

indiscriminate attacks on civilian areas and strikes on 

protected objects such as hospitals, Amnesty 

International said today, after documenting three incidents 

that it believes to have killed at least six civilians and injured 

at least 12 more. Indiscriminate attacks violate international 

humanitarian law (the laws of war) and can constitute war 

crimes.   

   The Canadian Voice of Women for Peace (VOW) strongly 

condemns all acts of war and military aggression in Ukraine 

and denounces any threats to use nuclear weapons. 

Ed. Note:  Many other groups have also issued statements 

in the same vein.  We apologize that we do not have the 

room to share every one of them with our readers.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

Peace Groups Condemn Russian Invasion 

From:  Peace Quest Magazine—Feb. 24, 2022 

   The international peace community has come out 

strongly against the Russian invasion of Ukraine with 

protests held across Europe, and even among Russians 

who oppose their government’s actions. According to 

German media reports, protesters in Russia were met 

with a heavy police presence — and close to 2,000 were 

arrested. 

Here is a round-up of some of the reaction. Learn more 

by following the links to respective statements: 

   The International Peace Bureau stands in solidarity 

with those who are actively speaking out against the 

actions of the Russian government in Ukraine and the 

victims of the aggression. We welcome the peace 

protests in Moscow and many other cities of Russia. 

     (Continued next column) 

 

 

No to war in Ukraine: solidarity with Russian peace 

activists! 
By: The Peace Pledge Union  

   We have watched with horror as Vladimir Putin’s forces 

invaded Ukraine last week. Our thoughts are with the 

millions of people directly affected by the war and 

militarism now engulfing Ukraine.  

   At the Peace Pledge Union, we condemned the invasion as 

it began, and the militarism that led up to it: 

https://www.ppu.org.uk/news/peace-pledge-union-

condemns-russian-invasion-ukraine  

   Amidst the horrors, there are glimmers of hope. Anti-

war protests in Russia have been bigger than we expected – 

and bigger than Putin expected! Protests are continuing 

there, despite the police carrying out over 2,000 arrests of 

peace activists.  

   Meanwhile, despite the Ukrainian government having 

heavily militarised their society, many acts of resistance 

have been nonviolent: civilians kneeling in front of tanks, 

Ukrainians verbally challenging Russian soldiers, many of 

them confused and reluctant conscripts.  (Continued page 4) 
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https://vowpeace.org/vow-statement-on-ukraine-feb-24-2022/
https://www.ipb.org/ipb-statements/ipb-statement-of-solidarity-with-demonstrators-in-russia-and-the-people-of-ukraine-russian-petition/
https://www.ppu.org.uk/civicrm/mailing/url?u=1220&qid=510558
https://www.ppu.org.uk/civicrm/mailing/url?u=1220&qid=510558
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The BPI welcomes your input.  

Articles may not be common 

consensus of members.  To submit 

articles contact Laura at 250-444-

0524 or 250-442-0434 or email 

L4peace@telus.net. 

 

The BPI is an affiliate of the 

Fellowship of Reconciliation, 

Peace Pledge Union, Stop Ecocide 

Canada, Abolition 2000 & 

CNANW and works with local and 

global peace, social justice and 

environmental groups. 
 

WHAT’S UP?  
 

United Nations International 

Days of Action 
March 1: Zero Discrimination Day 

March 8:  International Women’s 

Day 

March 21: International Day for 

the Elimination of Racial 

Discrimination 

March 22:  World War Day 

March 24:  International Day for 

the Right to the Truth Concerning 

Gross Human Rights Violations 

and for the Dignity of Victims 

March 25:  International Day of 

Remembrance of the Victims of 

Slavery and the Transatlantic Slave 

Trade 
 

Watch for local actions 

concerning the current situation 

with Ukraine, Russia, the EU and 

NATO. 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 
     

 
 

      

 

    

     

(From page 3)  No to war in Ukraine: 
The Ukrainian Pacifist Movement, in unimaginably difficult circumstances, 

continues to speak out against armed force on all sides.  
   Opposing Putin’s invasion of Ukraine does not mean that we will be any less 

firm in resisting wars that are not in the headlines. We oppose all war, whether it 

is waged by Russian forces in Ukraine or by Boris Johnson’s Saudi allies in 

Yemen.  

   Sickeningly, militarists and arms dealers are taking advantage of the war to 

call for more weapons or troops to be sent to Ukraine. This won’t solve the 

problem. As the Ukrainian Pacifist Movement put it yesterday, ―War profiteers 

of the West are the same threat to democracy as the authoritarian rulers of the 

East, and their attempts to divide and rule the Earth are essentially similar.‖  

We may feel helpless. Our actions may be very small in the context of all 

that is going on. That does not mean we can do nothing. For example: 

•    If you would like to send a short message of support to the Ukrainian Pacifist 

Movement or to Russian peace activists, please email it to us at 

mail@ppu.org.uk and we will send it on (our communication with Russian 

activists is intermittent, depending on arrests and government repression).  

•    If you use social media, please continue to condemn Putin’s invasion of 

Ukraine, and draw attention to the resistance of Russian peace activists. 

Challenging all war and militarism, we use the hashtag 

#NoToPutinNoToNATO  

•    PPU members in Orkney are part of a widespread local campaign over the 

expected arrival of a Russian oil tanker on the island tomorrow. Challenging 

Putin rather than Russians in general, they want to welcome the crew while not 

allowing the tanker to collect crude oil. You can sign their petition at 

https://www.change.org/p/stop-russian-owned-trade-vessels-docking-in-uk-ports  

•    You can read (and send to others) yesterday’s article by Yurii Sheliazhenko 

of the Ukrainian Pacifist Movement, writing with extraordinary hope from the 

midst of war in Kyiv: https://worldbeyondwar.org/putin-and-zelenskyy-talk-to-

each-other/     

 

Visit our website for PPU events, as well as other events that PPU members and 

supporters are involved in: https://ppu.org.uk/events 

Peace Pledge Union 

020 7424 9444 

1 Peace Passage 

London, N7 0BT 

United Kingdom 

 

 

 

 

   

 
    

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

   

    
 

 

Voice your opinion to the Prime 

Minister and all MPs. Free postage: 

{Name of MP}, Parliament Buildings, 

Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0A6 

Go to the Government of Canada 

website for MP contact information 

at http://www.canada.gc.ca 

 

 

When people wanted to kill a bear in the ancient times they hung a heavy 

log over a bowl of homey.  The bear would push the log away in order to 

eat the honey. The log would swing back and hit the bear.  The bear 

would become irritated and push the log even harder, and it would return 

and hit him harder in return.  This would continue until the log killed the 

bear.  People behave in the same way when they return evil for the evil 

they receive from other people.  Can’t people be wiser than bear? 

Leo Tolstoy 
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